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Authors and Collaborators:

e Lynelle Sigona (Amah Mutsun) Education Specialist
e Maggie Peters (Yurok/Karuk) NASMC Learning Specialists Humboldt County Office of
Education

Grade Level: 8

Subjects: English Language Arts and History Social Science
Time Frame: Four 55 minute sessions

Links:

Slides: Haudenosaunee Impact on the US Constitution

B Student Handouts: Tribal Government Impact on the US Constitution

Optional: Great Law of Peace and The Constitution (PDF)

Nor Cal Tribal Constitutions

B Answer Key: Tribal Government Impact on the US Constitution

Materials Needed:

Projector, Screen, Speaker for videos

Pencils

One-to-One Devices

Class slideshow link using google slides (last assignment)

Curriculum Themes

History

[J Cultural Strengths
Law/Government

[J Relationship to Place
Cross Curricular Integration
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1RGCgNyAE5Tj7d55z9ZkzQy7_sDX3HuKeXoEQfQJAcvQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-7OnsE3pAZrUHQu70Udr08UAk80vm4FzPNA9hPmx1Fc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/11y6VwGohhv3K07i05qZLMYjuB4zmLJc9m2Xa-SAsC80/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PCozDxn6rHjA3NJG8tavqjIdsqaX123-B2gfJzuisJc/edit?usp=sharing
http://ushistoryatlas.com/era1/USHAcom_PS_U01_iroquois_R2.pdf
https://constitutioncenter.org/media/files/constitution.pdf

Unit Overview

This lesson on the Haudenosaunee Confederacy offers students a powerful opportunity to
explore the roots of American democracy through the lens of Indigenous governance. Centered
on the Great Law of Peace and the political structure of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, the
lesson emphasizes how Native ideas of unity, consensus, and leadership directly influenced the
formation of the U.S. Constitution.

Students will learn about the Confederacy’s matrilineal society, the important role of Clan
Mothers, and how women held real political power in a system that valued service, peace, and
sustainability. Through engaging activities—such as vocabulary reflection, reading
comprehension, constitutional comparison, creative slideshows, and art-based group
projects—students connect with Indigenous traditions as living systems of governance and
culture, not just historical facts. The lesson promotes culturally responsive teaching by
encouraging the use of the term Haudenosaunee over “lroquois” and discussing the importance
of identity and self-naming. It supports critical thinking, historical inquiry, and creative
expression, while fostering respect for Native contributions that are often overlooked in U.S.
history classrooms.

Learning Goals

e Compare and Contrast the Iroquois Confederacy Great Law of Peace and the Constitution
of the United States of America.

e Understand how Native Governments impacted and influenced the Founding Fathers and
the Constitution of the United States.

Background for Educators

Teaching about the Haudenosaunee Confederacy provides an essential opportunity to correct
historical omissions and uplift the voices of the First Nations of what is now the United States.
Too often, Native American contributions to democracy, culture, and governance are overlooked
or taught through a colonial lens. This lesson highlights the sophisticated political system of the
Haudenosaunee and its direct influence on the formation of the U.S. Constitution—offering
students a fuller, more accurate picture of American history. It also centers Indigenous values
such as consensus, sustainability, and matrilineal leadership, which are still deeply relevant
today. When teaching about Native peoples, best practices include using the correct names that
communities use for themselves (e.g., Haudenosaunee rather than “Iroquois”), avoiding
stereotypes, and emphasizing that Native nations are living, sovereign peoples with vibrant
cultures and governments. Incorporating Native voices—through videos, primary sources,
interviews, and literature—is key to honoring their perspectives and fostering respect. This
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lesson is designed to help educators approach Native history not as a relic of the past but as a
vital and continuing part of our shared national story.

Curriculum Standards
History and Social Science:

e HSS-8.2 Students analyze the political principles underlying the U.S. Constitution and
compare the enumerated and implied powers of the federal government.

English Language Arts:

e CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.2
o Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas,
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.
e CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.6
o Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual
or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology's capacity to link to
other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.
e CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.4
o Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations
for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)
e CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.8
o Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search
terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or
paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and
following a standard format for citation.

Teacher Directions
Before the lesson, print Student handouts (linked above) and have Lesson Slides (linked above)
projected on the classroom screen for student view. If a classroom projector and/or screen is
not available, the slides could be linked to a google classroom or online student platform (use of
slides are required for this lesson). Lesson slides are created to facilitate the lesson. Lesson
Slides are animated to gradually provide information, so make sure to present using “slideshow”
mode. Content will appear on click.

Assignments and Assessment:

Informal assessment through participation and class discussions.
Completion and quality of worksheet responses.

Final slideshow presentation graded on clarity, accuracy, visuals, and effort.
Optional: Research Tribal Constitutions

R R? O 7
L X X X 4

NASMC

Studi
Model Curriculum Page 4




< Engage: Vocabulary & Government Concepts (Approximately 55 minutes)

Discuss the difference between "Haudenosaunee" and "Iroquois."

Ask students to reflect on the power of naming and cultural respect.

In pairs, students list 5 pros and 5 cons of government.

*Suggestion: Facilitate a short discussion afterward on what government is for and
what risks come with power.

+ Explore: Reading for Understanding (Approximately 55 minutes for both
Explore and Explain)

Students read the background text and underline interesting facts.

After reading, they bullet two things they learned.

Then, students answer comprehension questions focused on key concepts:
matrilineal society, women’s roles, art, and democratic ideas.

Suggestion: Read the first paragraph aloud together to model active reading and
use small groups to support emerging readers.

< Explain: Wampum & Symbolism

Read the Hiawatha Wampum Belt section.

Students label the nations and create their own symbolic flag in a group.

Discuss how art is sacred, meaningful, and used to preserve culture.

Suggestion: Provide examples of visual symbolism in Native art or show images of
real wampum belts.

+ Elaborate: Comparing Governments (Approximately 55 minutes)

Students compare excerpts from the Great Law of Peace and the U.S. Constitution.
One set of tasks highlights similarities.

Another set explores differences—especially around women's roles, leadership
selection, and consensus.

Suggestions: Group students in pairs for this portion. Encourage thoughtful
discussion, not just short answers. Use a Venn diagram or chart to visually compare
the two systems.

+ Evaluate: Class Slideshow Assignment (Approximately 55 minutes)
Goal: Summarize and visually express one key aspect of the Haudenosaunee
Confederacy.
Directions:
1. Students open the shared slideshow and claim a slide by writing their name
(alternatively, students can begin individual slides and share them with the
teacher)
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2. They choose one topic from the provided list.
3. Each slide must include:
a. Atleast 2 complete sentences explaining the topic,
b. Atleast 2 visuals (drawings, clipart, or photos),
c. Clear layout, colors, and label.
4. Topics include the Great Law of Peace, women’s roles, art, and comparisons
with the U.S.

Model how to create a quality slide before students begin.
Assign peer feedback or a gallery walk the next day.
Optional: Present slides to the class to reinforce oral speaking skills.

« Evaluate: Research Tribal Constitutions (Approximately 55 minutes)

Goal: Compare and contrast tribal constitutions to the US Constitution or choose

two Tribal constitutions and compare them

Directions:

1. Introduce the Project: Explain to students that they will research Tribal Nations
constitutions to understand how different governments operate.

2. Research Options:

a. Students may choose to:
i.  Compare one Tribal constitution with the U.S. Constitution, or
i. Compare two different Tribal constitutions.

3. Use the Slide Deck: Direct students to the slide deck with links to official Tribal
websites, logos, and constitution texts for authentic sources, or find a Tribe
near the location of the school.

4. Focus Areas: Encourage students to identify and compare key elements such
as:

a. Government structure and leadership
b. Rights and responsibilities of citizens
c. Unique cultural or legal features

5. Students will summarize their findings using student handout page 12 as a

guide.

Scaffolding

Universal Design for Learning:

Engagement: Consider the following method to support with lesson engagement:
e Create cooperative learning groups
e Provide feedback that is frequent, timely, and specific
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e Provide feedback that encourages perseverance, focuses on development of efficacy
and self-awareness, and encourages the use of specific supports and strategies in the
face of challenge

Representation: Consider the following method to support with multiple means of representation:
e Offer alternatives for auditory or visual information
e Pre-teach vocabulary and symbols, especially in ways that promote connection to the
learners’ experience and prior knowledge
Allow the use of Text-to-Speech and screen readers
Embed visual, non-linguistic supports for vocabulary clarification (pictures, videos, etc.)
“Chunk” information into smaller elements

Action and Expression: Consider the following method to support in presenting their learning in
multiple ways:

e Provide options for Physical Action

e Provide spell checkers, grammar checkers, word prediction software

e Provide sentence starters or sentence strips

For additional ideas to support your students, check out the resources below:

e UDL Guidelines at CAST (2018) http://udlquidelines.cast.org

e Oakland University ENGAGEMENT: Universal Design for Learning Principle
ENGAGEMENT: Universal Design for Learning Principle TEACHING STRATEGIES

e Oakland University REPRESENTATION: Universal Design for Learning Principle
REPRESENTATION: Universal Design for Learning Principle TEACHING STRATEGIES

e Oakland University ACTION AND EXPRESSION: Universal Design for Learning
Principle ACTION & EXPRESSION: Universal Design for Learning Principle TEACHING
STRATEGIES

Multilingual Learner Supports:

Emerging: Consider the following method to support with emerging students:
e Use group work and peer learning to allow students to learn from each other.
e Repeatedly model how to say or write a new word or phrase, and give students many
opportunities to practice.

Expanding: Consider the following method to support with expanding students:
e Encourage students to practice using new vocabulary in conversation or group
discussions, guided by structured prompts or pair work.
e Use context to help explain new vocabulary.

Bridging: Consider the following method to support with bridging students:
e Incorporate reading, writing, speaking, and listening activities around a single topic,
allowing students to see the language in multiple forms.
e Gradually introduce more complex texts (e.g., short stories, informational texts) with
supports like glossaries or simplified summaries to aid comprehension.
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http://udlguidelines.cast.org/
https://www.oakland.edu/Assets/Oakland/cetl/files-and-documents/QuickNotes/UDL_EngagementQNFeb9.pdf
https://www.oakland.edu/Assets/Oakland/cetl/files-and-documents/QuickNotes/UDL_RepresentationQNFeb9.pdf
https://www.oakland.edu/Assets/Oakland/cetl/files-and-documents/QuickNotes/UDL_ActionExpressionQNFeb9.pdf
https://www.oakland.edu/Assets/Oakland/cetl/files-and-documents/QuickNotes/UDL_ActionExpressionQNFeb9.pdf

e Extended Writing Tasks: Allow students to engage in longer writing assignments, such as
paragraphs or essays, but provide graphic organizers or outlines to help with structure

Reaching: Consider the following method to support with bridging students:
e Encourage students to review and give feedback on each other’s writing or projects.
e Reinforce academic vocabulary across content areas. Provide opportunities for
students to use this language in writing and speaking.
e Peer Review: Encourage students to review and give feedback on each other’s
writing or projects. This helps them develop a deeper understanding of grammar and
structure while applying higher-level language skills

For additional guidance around scaffolding for multilingual learners, please consult the following
resources:
e English Learner Toolkit of Strategies

https://ucdavis.box.com/s/ujkdc2xp1dqgjzrig55¢czph50c3sgingu
e Providing Appropriate Scaffolding

https://www.sdcoe.net/educators/multilingual-education-and-global-achievement/oracy-to
olkit/providing-appropriate-scaffolding#scaffolding

e Strategies for ELD https://ucdavis.box.com/s/dcp15ymah51uwizpmmt2vys5zr2rbreu

e ELA/ELDFramework
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/resources/6537/ela-eld-frameworkHMONGHISTAN
DCULTSTUDIESMODELCURRICULUM 9

e California ELD Standards

https://ucdavis.box.com/s/vgn43cd632z22p8mfzn2h7pntc71kb02

Additional Resources/References for Teachers

e Haudenosaunee Influence on the Suffrage Movement | Discovering New York Suffrage
Stories | PBS LearningMedia

e Democracy's Ancestors: The Haudenosaunee Legacy Revealed | Compact History | PBS
LearningMedia

How the Haudenosaunee Became Six Nations | Compact History | PBS LearningMedia
How the Iroquois Great Law of Peace Shaped... | Native America | PBS

O Haudenosaunee’s Legendary Founding | Native America | Sacred Stories | PBS

O The Iroquois Confederacy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAcAlqgsRANO

Was the Iroquois Great Law of Peace the Source for the U.S. Constitution? |
HowStuffWorks

e O |roquois Confederacy: The Birth of Democracy

e O The Iroquois Confederacy - America's First Democracy

e Compact History | Democracy's Ancestors | The Haudenosaunee Legacy Revealed
Episode 1 | PBS

e Haudenosaunee: People of the Longhouse

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WpTWeGfXQTg

e https://www.haudenosauneeconfederacy.com/influence-on-democracy/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D0elAQYLdfc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S4gU2Tsv6hY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DviK0NdTlf0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phlgnWCvU_c
https://ucdavis.box.com/s/ujkdc2xp1dqjzrlq55czph50c3sq1ngu
https://www.sdcoe.net/educators/multilingual-education-and-global-achievement/oracy-to
https://ucdavis.box.com/s/dcp15ymah51uwizpmmt2vys5zr2r5reu
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/resources/6537/ela-eld-frameworkHMONGHISTANDCULTSTUDIESMODELCURRICULUM
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/resources/6537/ela-eld-frameworkHMONGHISTANDCULTSTUDIESMODELCURRICULUM
https://ucdavis.box.com/s/vqn43cd632z22p8mfzn2h7pntc71kb02
https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/haudenosaunee-influence-on-suffrage-video-gallery/discovering-new-york-suffrage-stories/
https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/haudenosaunee-influence-on-suffrage-video-gallery/discovering-new-york-suffrage-stories/
https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/democracys-ancestors-haudenosaunee-legacy-revealed/compact-history/
https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/democracys-ancestors-haudenosaunee-legacy-revealed/compact-history/
https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/how-the-haudenosaunee-became-six-nations-video/compact-history/
https://www.pbs.org/native-america/blog/how-the-iroquois-great-law-of-peace-shaped-us-democracy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAcAlqsRAN0
https://history.howstuffworks.com/history-vs-myth/iroquois-great-law-peace-source-us-constitution.htm
https://history.howstuffworks.com/history-vs-myth/iroquois-great-law-peace-source-us-constitution.htm
https://www.pbs.org/video/democracys-ancestors-the-haudenosaunee-legacy-revealed-nwar6l/
https://www.pbs.org/video/democracys-ancestors-the-haudenosaunee-legacy-revealed-nwar6l/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WpTWeGfXQTg

e The Haudenosaunee Confederacy and the Constitution | In Custodia Legis
¢ HAUDENOSAUNEE GUIDE FOR EDUCATORS
e U.S. Constitution and Conaress | Tribal Governance

California Native American Studies Model Curriculum

The California Native American Studies Model Curriculum (NASMC) will support the design and
development of open-source lesson plans, primary source documents, planning resources,
teaching strategies, and professional development activities to assist California K-12 educators in
teaching about California Native American Studies. Per AB 167, the NASMC is defined as lesson
plans, primary source documents, planning resources, teaching strategies, and professional
development activities to assist educators in teaching about Native American Studies. The
traditional cultural knowledge within lessons, including Native language, art, media and stories, are
owned by the respective Tribal nations, Native knowledge keepers, artists, producers and authors
of the curriculum as indicated in each lesson.
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https://blogs.loc.gov/law/2023/09/the-haudenosaunee-confederacy-and-the-constitution/#:~:text=The%20Senate%20recognized%20the%20influence,known%20to%20have%20greatly%20admired
https://americanindian.si.edu/sites/1/files/pdf/education/haudenosauneeguide.pdf
https://www.uaf.edu/tribal/academics/112/unit-1/usconstitutionandcongress%20.php
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