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Cambodian American Studies Model Curriculum
California Department of Education
Causes and Consequences of the Genocide
Grade: 10
Khmer Student Materials

Translation Disclaimer

Student-facing content in this document was translated from English into Khmer by professional
translators. The translation process was thorough and included several stages of review. While
every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, word choices and content framing may not align
with the preferences of all communities. We appreciate your understanding.

Author: Lauren Piraro
Area of Study: Genocide in Cambodia

Compelling Question: What were the conditions, development, and lasting effects of the
genocide in Cambodia?
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Lesson Question (Supporting Question):

° What were the factors that led the occurrence of the Cambodian Genocide
from 1975 to 197972
wnmgg:in s STipUwSASAgMAR1975 HAIFI1979?

° What ways did the Cambodian Genocide impact the lives of Cambodians?

Lesson Materials:

e Videos:
o Ugly History: The Khmer Rouge murders - Timothy Williams

e Photos:
o A Forced Marriage photo

e Handouts:

Material #1 Opener

Material #2 Setup/Context

Material #3 Activity

Genocide in Cambodia Through Historical Lenses

Link to handouts: https://ucdavis.box.com/s/9yu6ghudjkckr31ii99w6j4qqdrOwjop
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Lesson Objective: Students will be able to identify the causes of the Cambodian Genocide, as
well as the immediate and long-term consequences that altered the cultural, social and economic
lives of Khmer people through analyzing both secondary and primary sources.
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Historical Thinking Skill: Cause and Consequence. This lesson will facilitate student
proficiency in cause and consequence one of Seixas’ historical thinking skills (Seixas & Morton,
2013). To help students to understand that there are short-term and long-term consequences of
events. To help students understand and assess the varying importance of causes.

Historical actors cannot always predict the effect of conditions, opposing actions, and unforeseen
reactions. These have the effect of generating unintended consequences. Students will consider
why it has been difficult to bring about justice for Cambodian Genocide survivors.

Standards Addressed:

HSS.10.10.1. Understand the challenges in the regions, including their geopolitical, cultural,
military, and economic significance and the international relationships in which they are
involved.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy. R1.9-10.7 Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums
(e.g., a person's life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are
emphasized in each account.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy. W.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey
complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.

Lesson Assessment: Students will reflect on their learnings and identify what they believe is the
most impactful factor leading to the Cambodian Genocide, and the most impactful impact on the
lives of Cambodians. Students will then justify why they think this was their chosen cause and
consequence. Students can construct their responses as written or typed responses. Additionally,
this reflection can be done verbally.
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Suggested Amount of Time: 90 minutes
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Lesson Background: The conditions, development, and lasting effects of the genocide in
Cambodia are directly connected to the issue of human rights. The lesson provides students with
information on the factors that led to the occurrence of the Cambodian genocide, the Khmer
Rouge, and how it impacts human rights and the lives of those living in Cambodia.

This lesson contains content that may be sensitive for some students. Teachers should exercise
discretion in evaluating whether the resources are suitable for their class and provide a content
warning to their students at the beginning of the lesson.

Lesson Procedures:

Opener/Hook:

Have students view the primary source image titled “FORCED MARRIAGE”
https://d.dccam.org/Archives/Photographs/Photographs.htm as a class on a large
screen. Optionally, teachers can utilize handout titled “Material #1
(Opener/Hook)” to guide this warmup.

Give students silent time to write down images, people, emotions, items, etc. that
they see in the source. Remind them to just focus on objects, items and feelings.
Encourage them to not make conclusions or interpretations just yet.
o Sample details: young girl looking downwards, the physical
standing distance between male and female subject, a formal event
with the audience, etc.
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Walk around the classroom taking note of what they have written down.
Depending on your students, you may want to have them voluntarily share out to
the class as you write their answers on the white board or walk around the
classroom and write down patterns that you see students have noticed.

m To better support the needs of students from all linguistic and ability
backgrounds, teachers could also consider the following:
o Read aloud the source
o Highlight or bold key phrases and significant points within
the source
o Provide time for students to circle any unfamiliar terms
before reading a source

m  Now it’s time to make some interpretations about what we think is
happening in the photograph. Have students fill in and finish the sentence
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frame: “I think what is happening in this primary source is

because I see .” Have students verbally share their

answers with their partners and offer students to share with the class what

they think is happening.
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° Read and present to students an abbreviated version of the caption included under
the primary source. Have students identify at least two questions they would want
to ask an archivist who holds this photograph or questions they might want to ask
the subjects featured within it. Again, write those on the board and use them to
navigate the lesson with those inquiries in mind. Hopefully, student questioning
leads them to become curious about why the individuals in that photo and
referenced in the caption are enduring such violence.

° Introduce the lesson’s essential questions and objectives.

o Present to students the definition of genocide from the Oxford dictionary to write
down on their graphic organizer: “The deliberate killing of a large number of
people from a particular nation or ethnic group with the aim of destroying that
nation or group.” Inform them that today's topic, like most days in history class, is
going to be very heavy because we are going to be talking about mass violence
and death, but make it clear to students that the event that we now refer to as the
Cambodian Genocide, which took place from 1975 to 1979, is not a thing of the
past; it informs so much of the culture and lives of people with Cambodian
ancestry who live all across the world. It is an on-going trauma that Khmer people
are actively working to heal on a daily basis through cultural restoration, language
learning and especially through working to tell this under-taught story.
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° Before we move further into the lesson, offer students an opportunity to ask any
questions or to get anything clarified. If students feel more comfortable, They
could write their questions down and ask them one-on-one to you during activity
time.
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Interaction with first source:

° Teachers can utilize the Handout: “Material #2 (Set-Up/Context)”. Together, the
class will watch this Ted Ed video:
https://youtu.be/8 TYFtkc 1U?feature=shared.

m The handout includes the answer key. Teachers should remember to
remove the answer key prior to providing the handout to students.
https://ucdavis.box.com/s/9yu6ghudjkckr31ii99w6i4qqdrOwiop

° Teachers should preview questions with students and address any questions or
terms that might need additional clarification. Teachers should be pausing the
video along the way to discuss the questions and co-construct responses with
students.

m As aclass, have students share their answers to each question as a way to
instigate points of clarification for students or for you to elaborate on
certain key points that came up in the video that will present themselves
later on.

Interaction with second source:

° Students should have access to the two following handouts: “Genocide in
Cambodia Through Historical Lenses Reading” and “Material #3 Activity”

m The “Genocide in Cambodia Through Historical Lenses Reading” is a
secondary source written by Ethnic Studies scholar Dr. Khatharya Um.
Within each paragraph, students will assess the historical significance of
the causes and consequences of Genocide.
https://ucdavis.box.com/s/9yu6ghudjkckr31ii99w6i4qqdrOwjop

m “Material #3 Activity” is to be used in conjunction with Dr. Um’s source.
This handout is where students can annotate and construct responses of
causes and consequences.
https://ucdavis.box.com/s/9yu6ghudjkckr31ii99w6i4qqdrOwiop

° Teacher note: When talking about such a horrific historical topic, it is most
effective to complete the activity together as a class so students have the teacher
as a guide to process any heavy emotions that arise during the lesson.

° Students should summarize their answer to the following question in complete
sentences using evidence from the summary:

m According to Dr. Um, what events, groups or ideas caused the historic
event now known as the Cambodian Genocide?
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m  According to Dr. Um, what were the immediate and long-term
consequences of the Cambodian Genocide?
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Check for understanding by either walking around the classroom to view student
work, having students verbally share with their partners or swapping their papers
to read their classmates’

Assessment and Reflection

Scaffolding:

Students will reflect on their learnings and identify what they believe is the most
impactful factor leading to the Cambodian Genocide, and the most impactful
impact on the lives of Cambodians. Students will then justify why they think this
was their chosen cause and consequence.

Students can construct their responses as a written, recorded or typed response.
Additionally, this reflection can be done verbally.

Have students conduct a Give One, Get One sharing activity to hear from their
peers responses.
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Engagement: Consider the following method to support with lesson engagement:
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o Provide feedback that is substantive and informative rather than
comparative or competitive

o Provide prompts that guide learners in when and how to ask peers and/or
teachers for help

° Representation: Consider the following method to support with multiple means
of representation:

o Provide multiple entry points to a lesson and optional pathways through
content (e.g., exploring big ideas through dramatic works, arts and
literature, film and media)

° Action and Expression: Consider the following method to support in presenting
their learning in multiple ways:

o Provide guides and checklists for scaffolding goal-setting

For additional ideas to support your students, check out the UDL Guidelines at CAST (2018)
http://udlguidelines.cast.org.

Multilingual Learner Supports:
° Emerging: Consider the following method to support with emerging students:

o Speaking: Assign roles in group work
m Students engage in conversation with diverse partners where the
class is split into two groups. One group stands and forms an
outside circle while the other group forms an inner circle with
students in the inner circle facing the students in the outside circle
as conversation partners. Inner circle is rotated to switch partners.

° Expanding: Consider the following method to support with expanding students:

o Speaking: Repeat and expand student responses in a collaborative
dialogue
m In partner and group discussions, students use conversation moves
to extend academic talk. Conversation moves help students add to
or challenge what a partner says, question, clarify, paraphrase,
support thinking with examples, synthesize conversation points,
etc.

) Bridging: Consider the following method to support with bridging students:

o Speaking: Require oral reporting for summarizing group work
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For additional guidance around scaffolding for multilingual learners, please consult the following
resources:

° English Learner Toolkit of Strategies
https://ucdavis.box.com/s/ujkdc2xp1dqjzrlgS5czph50c3sqlngu

° Providing Appropriate Scaffolding
https: coe.net/educators/multilingual- ation-and-global-achievement
oracy-toolkit/providing-appropriate-scaffolding#scaffolding

° Strategies for ELD
https://ucdavis.box.com/s/dcplSymahS luwizpmmt2vysSzr2rireu

° ELA /ELD Framework
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/resources/6537/ela-eld-framework

° California ELD Standards
https://ucdavis.box.com/s/vgn43cd632z22p8mfzn2h7pntc71kb02

Enrichment Opportunities:

1. Students can research the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia and
write about Cambodia has delt with the aftermath of the genocide.
2. Students can compare how the Cambodian Genocide has been remembered vs the
Holocaust.
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Material #1 (Opener/Hook):
https://d.dccam.org/Archives/Photographs/Photographs.htm

Youk Chhang, Director of the Documentation Center of Cambodia discovered this photo in 1996.
Twenty years later, in August of 2016, the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum reported that it has the
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photographic negative. In September of 2016, the head of the S-21 photography unit, Nhim Kim
Sreang, testified at the Khmer Rouge Tribunal and confirmed that it was he who took this
photograph at a Khmer Rouge prison, called S-24. This photograph shows the wedding of Nun
Huy aska Huy Sre (left) and Prok Khoeun aka Prak Samuth (right). Huy was born in 1951 and
served as head of the Khmer Rouge re-education center at Prey Sar, also known as Office S-24.
Prey Sar was part of the central internal security complex in Democratic Kampuchea, which also
included Tuol Sleng Prison (S-21) and the Killing Fields at Choeung Ek. One prison document,
dated 23 July 1977, reports the killing of 18 prisoners at S-24 and bears a note saying "also killed
160 children today for a total of 178 enemies killed." Duch, who oversaw both S-24 and S-21,
testified this week that Huy was killed after the escape of his radio operator from Prey Sar. Huy's
wife, Prok Khoeun (b. 1953), was an official at S-24 until June 1977, when she became the
deputy of an interrogation team known as the "hot group" at Toul Sleng.

Photo related questions:
1. What do you SEE in this photo? (List items/objects/facial expressions only)
2. What do you THINK is going on in this photo? (Interpret and describe the
scene based on what you answered for the first question)
3. Now that you know information about the photo, what do you WONDER
about this photo, its subjects or the time period?

Primary Source Caption:
... known as, "A FORCED MARRIAGE" photo from Democratic Kampuchea (1975-1979).

Youk Chhang, Director of the Documentation Center of Cambodia discovered this
photo in 1996. Twenty years later, in August of 2016, the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum
reported that it has the photographic negative. In September of 2016, the head of the
S-21 photography unit, Nhim Kim Sreang, testified at the Khmer Rouge Tribunal and
confirmed that it was he who took this photograph at a Khmer Rouge prison, called
S-24. This photograph shows the wedding of Nun Huy aska Huy Sre (left) and Prok
Khoeun aka Prak Samuth (rvight). Huy was born in 1951 and served as head of the
Khmer Rouge re-education center at Prey Sar, also known as Office S-24. Prey Sar was
part of the central internal security complex in Democratic Kampuchea, which also
included Tuol Sleng Prison (S- 21) and the Killing Fields at Choeung Ek. One prison
document, dated 23 July 1977, reports the killing of 18 prisoners at S-24 and bears a
note saying "also killed 160 children today for a total of 178 enemies killed." Duch,
who oversaw both S-24 and S-21, testified this week that Huy was killed after the
escape of his radio operator from Prey Sar. Huy's wife, Prok Khoeun (b. 1953), was an
official at S-24 until June 1977, when she became the deputy of an interrogation team
known as the "hot group" at Toul Sleng. Source: Documentation Center of Cambodia,
Document No. D1175 and K08273. Credit: Photo from S-24, Nhim Kim Sreang, Head
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of S-21 Photography Unit (Toul Sleng Genocide Museum.) Photo courtesy of the
Documentation Center of Cambodia (DC-Cam Archives).

Photo caption by Dr. John D. Ciorciari,

Esq. Senior Legal Advisor to DC-Cam

Material #2 (Set-Up/Context):

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8 TYFfkc 1U

Questions:
1. WHO was targeted during the Cambodian Genocide?

a. Educated Cambodians and political opposition Cambodians were
targeted in addition to ethnic minorities

b. Cambodians, Muslim Cham, Vietnamese, Chinese, Thai
and Laotian individuals

2. WHAT role did the U.S. play in escalating political tensions within Cambodia?

a. US asked Cambodian prince to support US against
communists in Vietnam War, but he said no

b. 1970: Prime minister overthrew prince and allowed US troops
to bomb regions of Cambodia

C. Result = Thousands of Cambodian civilians killed +
prince/angry Cambodians allied with communist party who were
anti-American (full civil war erupts in Cambodia)

3. HOW did communist leaders now in charge of Cambodia run the government

a. Citizens stripped of belongings, given same haircut, forced to
work as farmers, couldn’t own private property; religion = illegal and
people could be killed if they didn’t farm enough

b. Result = malnourishment; thousands die
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4. WHEN did the genocide come to an end and WHO played a role in
overthrowing the communist government?

a. 1979: Vietnamese troops + defected KR members took control of gov

b. Result = another civil war (ended in 1990s)

Material #3 (Activity):
Cause and Effect: The Cambodian Genocide

Signal Words

When , then
If , then

Mixed verbs: (led to), enabled, caused, made

Signal words: thus, so that, since, therefore, then, consequently, as a result, due to,
because of

On April 17, 1975, the Cambodian communists, also known as the Khmer Rouge
(“Red Khmer"), marched into Phnom Penh, Cambodia’s capital. Their victory marked
the end of America's longest war that has been mislabelled the “Vietnam War.”
Though the term erroneously confines the war to Vietnam, in reality, the war was
exported into Cambodia and Laos by both the Viethamese communists and the
Americans in their efforts to achieve victory in South Vietnam, with devastating
impact on those neighboring countries. Cambodia became one of the most heavily
bombed countries of the 20" century. The carpet bombing devastated the country,
especially the rural economy, transformed many self-sufficient farmers into landless
internal refugees, and contributed to the radicalization of the Khmer Rouge.

Cause

Because....

Effect

As a result....

Conclusions/Questions

This is important because....

For Cambodians, April 17 marked the beginning of a spiraling descent into one of the
nation’s darkest eras. What would otherwise be a time for celebration of the
Cambodian new year, of august beginning and togetherness, instead was one of violent
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uprooting, separation, and loss. Rather than peace and prosperity, the end of the war
heralded in a genocidal regime, state-directed violence, mass starvation, brutalizing
labor camps, summary execution, and disappearances. In less than four years, almost a
quarter of Cambodia’s seven million population perished.

Cause

Because....

Effect

As a result....

Conclusions/Questions

This is important because....

In its drive to build a new, utopian society, the Khmer Rouge sought not only to
violently destroy the old societal structure but a whole way of life, and ultimately even
of its memory. Critical institutions were intentionally destroyed because of their
perceived subversive power. Buddhism, the basis of Khmer cultural, literary, social,
and spiritual traditions, was banned, while the family institution, which is a pillar of
Khmer social identity, was systematically dismantled through social reorganization.

Cause

Because....

Effect

As a result....

Conclusions/Questions

This is important because....

What emerged in the aftermath of the regime’s collapse in 1979 was a nation fractured
by the death of virtually a whole generation that left behind a population mostly of
women and youths. For a culture that is largely based on oral traditions, mass death,
including of 90% of the country’s artists, also created a cultural rupture. The last four
decades have been a slow process of retrieval, largely from the memories of a small
handful of survivors, of the country’s thousands of years old cultural and artistic
traditions.

Cause

13
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Because....

Effect

As a result....

Conclusions/Questions

This is important because....

For many survivors, including those in the diaspora, the rebuilding of lives after
genocide has been challenged not only by the magnitude of loss but also by impaired
mourning. Many who survived have no way of knowing what had happened to their
loved ones, except that they had been “disappeared.” For most, there are no markers for
remembrance, save on mass or makeshift graves. The seeming impunity of the crimes
exacerbated the pain for many Cambodian families. The Khmer Rouge tribunal was
only formed three decades

later, and delivered at best an imperfect justice; only three people were found guilty for the
death of almost two million Cambodians.

Cause

Because....

Effect

As a result....

Conclusions/Questions

This is important because....

Source: Genocide in Cambodia Through Historical Lenses, Cambodian Genocide
Curriculum Workshop, presented on Monday July 25, 2022 by Dr. Khatharya Um.
Title: “Genocide in Cambodia through historical lenses”

Genocide in Cambodia Through Historical Lenses

Cambodian Genocide Curriculum Workshop
Monday, July 25, 2022

Title of presentation: “Genocide in Cambodia through historical lenses”

Bio:
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Dr. Khatharya Um is the Associate Dean and Associate Professor of Ethnic Studies at the
University of California at Berkeley. She is affiliate faculty of the Global Studies Program and
the Center for Southeast Asian Studies. A co-founder of the Critical Refugee Studies
Collective, and Co-Editor of the UC Press Critical Refugee Studies Book Series, Professor
Um’s research and teaching center on Southeast Asia and Southeast Asian diaspora, genocide,
historical trauma, and educational equity. Her publications include From the Land of Shadows:
War, Revolution and the Making of the Cambodian Diaspora (NYU Press, 2015), a seminal
work by a Cambodian American scholar on the Cambodian genocidal experience.

Professor Um brings to this curriculum project her scholarly expertise as genocide and a
Southeast Asia/Southeast Asian American studies scholar, and decades of experience working
with K-12 educational policies at the national level, and with professional development
training for teachers on Southeast Asian histories, cultures, Asian American communities and
experiences, and on culturally and experientially responsive pedagogy.

She has served on the board of various refugee-serving organizations and received numerous
awards and congressional recognitions for her community leadership and service. She is a
recipient of the prestigious Berkeley Chancellor’s Award for Advancing Institutional
Excellence and Equity.

Summary

On April 17, 1975, the Cambodian communists, also known as the Khmer Rouge (“Red
Khmer”), marched into Phnom Penh, Cambodia’s capital. Their victory marked the end of
America's longest war which has been mislabelled the “Vietnam War.” Though the term
erroneously confines the war to Vietnam, in reality, the war was exported into Cambodia and
Laos by both the Vietnamese communists and the Americans in their efforts to achieve victory
in South Vietnam, with a devastating impact on those neighboring countries. Cambodia
became one of the most heavily bombed countries of the 20™ century. The carpet bombing
devasted the country, especially the rural economy, transformed many self-sufficient farmers
into landless internal refugees and contributed to the radicalization of the Khmer Rouge.

For Cambodians, April 17 marked the beginning of a spiraling descent into one of the
nation’s darkest eras. What would otherwise be a time to celebrate the Cambodian new
year, of August beginning and togetherness, instead was one of violent uprooting,
separation, and loss. Rather than peace and prosperity, the end of the war heralded in a
genocidal regime, state-directed

violence, mass starvation, brutalizing labor camps, summary execution, and disappearances. In

less than four years, almost a quarter of Cambodia’s seven million population perished.

In its drive to build a new, utopian society, the Khmer Rouge sought not only to violently
destroy the old societal structure but a whole way of life, and ultimately even of its memory.
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Critical institutions were intentionally destroyed because of their perceived subversive power.
Buddhism, the basis of Khmer cultural, literary, social, and spiritual traditions, was banned,
while the family institution, a pillar of Khmer social identity, was systematically dismantled
through social re- organization.

What emerged in the aftermath of the regime’s collapse in 1979 was a nation fractured by the
death of virtually a whole generation that left behind a population mainly of women and
youths. For a culture that is largely based on oral traditions, mass death, including of 90% of
the country’s artists, also created a cultural rupture. The last four decades have been a slow
process of retrieval, largely from the memories of a small handful of survivors, of the
country’s thousands of years old cultural and artistic traditions.

For many survivors, including those in the diaspora, the rebuilding of lives after genocide has
been challenged not only by the magnitude of loss but also by imparied mourning. Many who
survived have no way of knowing what had happened to their loved ones, except that they had
been “disappeared.” For most, there are no markers for remembrance, save on mass or
makeshift graves. The seeming impunity of the crimes exacerbated the pain for many
Cambodian families. The Khmer Rouge tribunal was only formed three decades later, and
delivered at best an imperfect justice; only three people were found guilty for the death of
almost two million Cambodians.

https://d.dccam.org/Archives/Photographs/Photographs.htm
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