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Vietnamese American Experiences Model Curriculum
California Department of Education
LGBTQ+ Communities and Organizing
Cong dong LGBTQ+ va Viéc to chirc Cong dong
Grade Level: 11-12
Vietnamese Student Materials

Translation Disclaimer

Student-facing content in this document was translated from English into Vietnamese by
professional translators. The translation process was thorough and included several stages of
review. While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, word choices and content framing
may not align with the preferences of all communities. We appreciate your understanding.

Author: Mai Tran

Area of Study: Vietnamese Resettlement and Community Building
Compelling Question: What is Vietnamese America?

Lesson Question (Supporting Question):

e How do LGBTQ+ youth negotiate their Vietnamese identity with their family, parents,
and community contexts?

e What challenges did Vietnamese American LGBTQ+ youth face in their families and
communities, and how did they navigate them?

Cau héi Pang lwu y: Nguoi My gbe Viét 14 ai?
Cau héi Bai hoe (Cau héi H6 trg):

e Thanh thiéu nién LGBTQ+ dung hoa ban sic Viét Nam cua minh véi gia dinh, cha m¢ va
bdi canh cong déng nhu thé nao?

e Thanh thiéu nién LGBTQ+ ngudi My gdc Viét phai d6i mat v6i nhimng thach thirc nao
trong gia dinh va cong dong cua ho, va ho da vuot qua nhu thé nao?

Lesson Materials:
e Supplies:

o GLSEN Safe Space Kit

© Oral History with David Vi, timestamp 0:00 — 6:59
o Video discussion sharing Application (i.e: Flipgrid or Padlet)
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e Readings:
o A Hard Silence to Break: LGBT Vietnamese Struggle for Understanding

Lesson Objective: Students will explore various LGBTQ+ Vietnamese American experiences,
intersectionalities of their identities, and legislation against LGBTQ+ communities in the US by
analyzing oral history interviews and creating a video reflection.

Muc tiéu Bai hoc: Hoc sinh s& kham pha nhiéu trai nghiém khac nhau ctia nguoi My gbc Viét
thudc cong dong LGBTQH, s giao thoa giita cac ban dang ctia ho va luat chdng lai cong dong
LGBTQ+ tai Hoa Ky bang cach phén tich cac phong van nguoi that trai qua viée that, va 1am bai
phéan tich dang video.

Ethnic Studies Themes: This lesson connects to the ethnic studies theme of community and
solidarity from the Asian American Studies Curriculum Framework (Asian American Research
Initiative, 2022). Students analyze community resistance and alliances between communities, as
well as the complexities within these experiences. Students explore the emergence of community
groups and LGBTQ+ organizations in empowering the queer community.

For additional guidance around ethnic studies implementation, refer to the Ethnic
Studies Model Curriculum (2021) https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/cf/esmc.asp.

Historical Thinking SKkills: This lesson will facilitate student proficiency in historical
perspectives, one of Seixas’ historical thinking skills (Seixas & Morton, 2013). To demonstrate
the use of evidence to write historical fiction that accurately conveys the beliefs, values, and
motivations of historical actors. Students consider how different historical actors have diverse
perspectives on the events in which they are involved. Exploring these is key to understanding
historical events.

Standards Addressed:
HSS-11.10 Students analyze the development of federal civil rights and voting rights.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information
presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order
to address a question or solve a problem.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on
grades 1112 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly
and persuasively

Lesson Assessment: Students will analyze oral history interviews and demonstrate an
understanding of the LGBTQ+ Vietnamese American experiences, challenges they faced, how
they organized, and intersecting identities by creating a short video reflection.


https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/cf/esmc.asp

VIETNAMESE AMERICAN EXPERIENCES MODEL CURRICULUM 2024 3

Panh gia Bai hoc: Hoc sinh s€ phan tich cac phong van nguoi that trai qua viée that, cho théy su
hiéu biét ciia minh vé nhitng kinh nghiém cta ngudi My goc Viét thude cong ddong LGBTQ+ da
trai qua, nhitng thach thirc ma ho phai ddi mat, cach ho to chirc va cac ban dang giao thoa. Trinh
bay bai phan tich theo dang video ngan.

Suggested Amount of Time: 50-75 minutes
Lesson Background:

In most traditional Vietnamese family units, there exist gender roles and expectations. As
Vietnamese American youth grow up with these pressures, they may face prejudice and
discrimination within the family and Vietnamese community. Some challenges include family
relationships that are already strained by war trauma, language barriers, and cultural rifts.
Religion can act as a significant barrier for youth to communicate and to be accepted and/or
loved by their parents who practice Catholicism. There also exists a myth that queerness is a
Western phenomenon and Vietnamese LBGTQ+ people are non-existent. This subsequently
impacts the rates of homelessness, migration, and mental health. Historically, there already exists
prejudice and discrimination in queer spaces. In the '90s, LGBTQ+ organizations were
overwhelmingly white and upheld normative beauty standards. There was a lack of culturally
sensitive support for LGBTQ+ Vietnamese people. Overtime, there came the emergence of
LGBTQ+ Vietnamese Community Groups such as: Gay Vietnamese Alliance (GVA), O-Mbi,
Viet Rainbow of Orange County, and VietQ to name a few.

Lesson Procedures:

a. Introduction: Teachers can begin by displaying the word ‘ally’ on the board. Have
students discuss with a peer their understanding of what it means to be an ally. Then have
a whole class discussion. (5—10 minutes)

i.  For support on how to create a safe space classroom, teachers can review: GLSEN
Safe Space Kit at
https://ucdavis.box.com/s/mabgmtbrewOrxhesshcexg57gz8e2poq or original
source:
https://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/ GLSEN%20Safe%20Space%20Kit.pdf

1. Teacher to provide content warnings for homophobia, language, and mental
health.

b. Teachers should start off by defining key terms and identities and introduce lesson
objectives to class. It would be helpful to have these terms displayed on the board or on
notes for students.

1.  LGBT or LGBTQ: An umbrella term referring to people who identify as lesbian,
gay, bisexual and/or transgender. Sometimes the acronym is written as LGBTQ,
with the Q referring to those who identify as queer and/or questioning. The
acronym can also include additional letters, in reference to other identities that do


https://ucdavis.box.com/s/mabgmtbrcw0rxhesshcexg57qz8e2poq
https://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/GLSEN%20Safe%20Space%20Kit.pdf
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11.

1ii.

1v.

1l

iii.

1v.

not conform to dominant societal norms around sexual orientation and gender
identity and expression.

Queer: An umbrella term used to describe a sexual orientation, gender identity or
gender expression that does not conform to dominant societal norms. While it is
used as a neutral or positive term today, historically queer was used as a
derogatory slur.

Heterosexism: A system of oppression that benefits straight/heterosexual people
at the expense of lesbian, gay and bisexual people. Heterosexism may take the
form of homophobia or biphobia, bias and discrimination towards lesbian, gay
and bisexual people.

Homophobia or Transphobia: This can take many different forms, including
negative attitudes and beliefs about, aversion to, or prejudice against bisexual,
lesbian, gay and transgender people. It’s often based in irrational fear and
misunderstanding. Some people’s homophobia or transphobia may be rooted in
conservative religious beliefs. People may hold homophobic and transphobic
beliefs if they were taught them by parents and families.

Mainstream: The ideas, attitudes or activities that are regarded as normal or
conventional.

LGBT/LGBTQ+: Thuat ngir chung chi nhirng ngudi dong tinh nit, dong tinh nam,
song tinh & chuyen gidi. boi khi viét 1a LGBTQ, vdi chit Q (Queer) chi nhu:ng
nguoi nhan minh 1a nguoi léch chuan gidi hodc dang nghi ngd vé gidi. Tir viét tat
nay cling co the mo rong, bao gdm cac ban dang khac khong tuan theo cac chuan
muc x4 hoi vé giéi & khuynh huéng tinh duc.

Queer (nguoi léch chuén gidi): Thuat ngir mo ta khuynh huong tinh duc, ban dang
gii hodc biéu hién gidi khong theo chuin muc phd bién. Ngay nay, queer thuong
duoc dung trung 1ap hoac tich cuc, nhung trong lich sir, n6 tung 1a 161 lang ma
mang tinh xuc pham.

Chu nghia doc ton di tinh (heterosexism): H¢ théng wu i nhitng nguoi thang
gi61/di tinh, dong thoi ha thap & phan biét d6i xir voi nhitng ngudi dong tinh nir,
dong tinh nam & song tinh. Piéu nay co thé thé hién qua tim 1y ky thi nguoi dong
tinh (homophobia) hodc tam ly ky thi nguoi song tinh (biphobia).

Tam 1y ky thi ngudi dong tinh (homophobia) hodc nguoi chuyén gisi
(transphobia): Sy c cam, dinh kién hodc niém tin tiéu cuc ddi véi nguoi song
tinh, dong tinh nir, dong tinh nam & chuyén gio1. Thuong dya trén n6i s¢ phi ly
hodc sy hiéu 1am. Mot s trudng hop c6 ngudn gde tir niém tin t6n gido bao thu,
hoac dugc hinh thanh qua gido duc gia dinh.

Chu luu (Mains‘gream): Nhiing y tudng, thai do hodc hoat dong dugc xem la binh
thuong hoac pho bién trong xa hoi.
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b. Interaction with first source: “A Hard Silence to Break: LGBT Vietnamese Struggle for
Understandlng” Hiéu Nhu Nguyén

standmg/) (15 mlnutes)

1. This article should be read together as a class and teacher to lead in modeling how
to address the lesson questions.

ii.  Have students log observations and consider intersecting identities within the
family and community contexts according to the guiding prompts.

iii.  Additional Guiding Prompts (suggested for students to record responses):
1. How did the subject of the interview negotiate their Vietnamese identity

with their family, parents, and community contexts?

2. What challenges did this individual face in their families and
communities, and how did they navigate them?

1. Dbi twong phong van di dung hoa ban sic Viét Nam ciia minh véi gia
dinh, cha me va bdi canh cong dong nhu thé nao?

2. Cénhan nay da phai d6i mat voi nhitng thach thirc nio trong gia dinh va
cong dong ctia minh, va nguoi d6 da vuot qua nhu thé nao?

iv.  Teacher to prompt for class discussion

d. Interaction with second source: David Vu (0:00—-6:59).

(https://digital.sandiego.edu/vietnamese-american-oral-histories/1/) Written transcript
available here: https://ucdavis.box.com/s/ocomzjrwsmObkrsgfokcgkyl91y7aezp (15

minutes)

1. Have students log observations and consider intersecting identities within the
family and community contexts according to the lesson questions and additional
guiding prompts.

1. How did David Vu negotiate his Vietnamese identity with his family,

parents, and community contexts?

2. What challenges did David Vu have with his family and communities, and
how did he navigate them?

1. David Vu da dung hoa ban sdc Viét Nam cua minh véi gia dinh, cha me va
bbi canh cong ddng nhur thé nao?


https://voiceofoc.org/2016/02/a-hard-silence-to-break-lgbt-vietnamese-struggle-for-understanding/
https://voiceofoc.org/2016/02/a-hard-silence-to-break-lgbt-vietnamese-struggle-for-understanding/
https://digital.sandiego.edu/vietnamese-american-oral-histories/1/
https://ucdavis.box.com/s/ocomzjrwsm0bkrsgf6kcqkyl91y7aezp
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2. David Vu da gap phai nhimg thach thirc nao voi gia dinh va cong dong cua
minh va anh ay da vuot qua nhu thé nao?

ii.  This interview can be a pair-share task, or students can complete independently.
iii.  Teacher to prompt for class discussion
e. Community Collaboration - Venn Diagram Compare and Contrast (15-20 minutes)

i.  Insmall groups, have students create venn diagrams comparing and contrasting
the stories and experiences from Hieu Nguyen and David Vu.

ii.  Encourage students to identify a minimum of four contrasting or comparison
details.

1ii.  Once complete, the teacher has students share details from the venn diagram.

f. Synthesize: Discuss with students the family and community contexts and impacts. (5—10
minutes)

i.  What were the motivations for both queer men to become involved in organizing
and advocacy?

ii.  How are LGBTQ+ and refugee struggles connected? How does this impact
migration patterns?

i.  Dong luc nao khién ca hai ngudi dan 6ng léch chuan giéi tham gia vao hoat dong
to chirc va van dong?

ii.  LGBTQ+ va cudc dau tranh cua ngudi ti nan c6 lién h¢ véi nhau nhu thé nao?
Diéu nay tac dong dén cac mo hinh di cu nhu thé nao?

g. Cultural Production: Video Reflection (15 minutes)

1. After students have compared the oral history interviews, students will create a
one to three minute video reflection with their takeaways. (Suggested software:
Flipgrid or Padlet) The video reflection should connect to their takeaways from
the lesson questions.

1. Alternatively, students can share reflections in a written or visual
narrative.

ii.  Additional possible prompts for students to choose from for their reflection video:

1. What intersecting identities do you hold, and how do they motivate your
actions?

2. What new learnings did you have after listening to the interviews?

3. What can you do to support LGBTQ+ communities? Think about scale:
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from your family to your school, neighborhood, state, country, or globally.

1. Em c6 nhiing ban dang giao thoa nao va ching thuc day hanh dong cua
em nhu thé nao?

2. Em d3 hoc duoc nhitng bai hoc méi nao sau khi nghe cac cudc phong van?
3. Em c6 thé 1am gi dé hd tro cong ddng LGBTQ+?

iii.  Once students complete their video reflections, have them watch two to three
peers’ reflections and respond.

1. Possible prompts for responding to peers:

a. “Something that resonated with me from your reflection

2

was...
b. “Your video reflection makes me wonder/curious about...”

c. “A follow-up question I have to your reflection is...”

a. “Mot dieu khién t61 dong cam tur bai suy ngam ctua em la...”

b. “Bai suy ngam dang video ctia em khién t6i phan van/tdo mo
ve...”

c. “Mot cau hoi bam sat to1 co vé bai suy ngam cua em la...”

Scaffolding:
e Engagement: Consider the following method to support with lesson engagement:

o Create school-wide programs of positive behavior support with differentiated
objectives and supports

e Representation: Consider the following method to support with multiple means of
representation:

o Provide written transcripts for videos or auditory clips

e Action and Expression: Consider the following method to support in presenting their
learning in multiple ways:

o Use outlines, graphic organizers, unit organizer routines, concept organizer
routines, and concept mastery routines to emphasize key ideas and relationships
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o Provide interactive models that guide exploration and new understandings
o Use social media and interactive web tools (e.g., discussion forums, chats, web
design, annotation tools, storyboards, comic strips, animation presentations)

For additional ideas to support your students, check out the UDL Guidelines at CAST, 2018
http://udlguidelines.cast.org.

Multilingual Learner Supports:
e Emerging: Consider the following method to support with emerging students:

o Speaking: Provide sentence frames for pair interactions
m In response to a prompt, the teacher offers a sentence frame orally and/or
in writing to support expression of student thinking. Frames are adjusted
based upon specific grammatical structure, key vocabulary, content
learning, and language proficiency level descriptors, etc. Frames are a
temporary scaffold that require modification.

e Expanding: Consider the following method to support with expanding students:

o Speaking: Prompt for academic language output
m  When posing a question for discussion and writing, the teacher offers a
coordinated response frame to support the use of particular grammatical
structures and vocabulary.

e Bridging: Consider the following method to support with bridging students:

o Speaking: Require full sentence responses by asking open ended questions
m Inresponse to a prompt, the teacher offers a sentence frame
orally and/or in writing to support expression of student
thinking. Frames are adjusted based upon specific
grammatical structure, key vocabulary, content learning, and
language proficiency level descriptors, etc. Frames are a
temporary scaffold that require modification.

For additional guidance around scaffolding for multilingual learners, please consult the following
resources:

o [English Learner Toolkit of Strategies
https://ucdavis.box.com/s/ujkdc2xpldqjzrlg5SczphS50c3sqlngu

e Providing Appropriate Scaffolding
https://www.sdcoe.net/educators/multilingual-education-and-global-achievement/oracy-to
olkit/providing-appropriate-scaffolding#scaffolding

e Strategies for ELD

https://ucdavis.box.com/s/dcplSymahS luwizpmmt2vysSzr2rSreu



http://udlguidelines.cast.org
https://ucdavis.box.com/s/ujkdc2xp1dqjzrlq55czph50c3sq1ngu
https://www.sdcoe.net/educators/multilingual-education-and-global-achievement/oracy-toolkit/providing-appropriate-scaffolding#scaffolding
https://www.sdcoe.net/educators/multilingual-education-and-global-achievement/oracy-toolkit/providing-appropriate-scaffolding#scaffolding
https://www.sdcoe.net/educators/multilingual-education-and-global-achievement/oracy-toolkit/providing-appropriate-scaffolding#scaffolding
https://ucdavis.box.com/s/dcp15ymah51uwizpmmt2vys5zr2r5reu

VIETNAMESE AMERICAN EXPERIENCES MODEL CURRICULUM 2024 9

e FELA/ELD Framework
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/resources/6537/ela-eld-framework

e California ELD Standards
https://ucdavis.box.com/s/vqn43cd632z22p8mfzn2h7pntc71kb02

Enrichment Opportunities:

1. Supplementary Sources Video Clips - Have students choose one of the video sources
provided under “Supplementary Sources” to view. (“Like Mother, Like Daughter”, “On
(Not) Forgiving My Mother”, or “Coming Out to Your Non-English-Speaking Mom”
(time stamp: 1:49-3:40 and content warning: suicide). After viewing one or all of the
clips, encourage students to write a reflection and/or discuss with peers their takeaways,
wonderings, and connections with the videos.

2. Local LGBTQ+ Organizations: If an existing GSA/LGBTQ+ (or equivalent) organization
exists on school campus, encourage students to become involved by attending a meeting,
learning more about the organization, or supporting their events and philanthropy. If such
an organization does not exist on campus, encourage students to look into other schools
that have the club and brainstorm ways to bring that to their campus. This will allow for
students to practice civic engagement and build a more inclusive school culture. Students
can also research local events that advocate for the LGBTQ+ community and they can
learn how they can become an ally themselves.
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/600a8d658cf6793b2f15372a/t/6217fe0cf336f37ec499d762/1645739533649/10.1080_00918369.2021.2018879.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/600a8d658cf6793b2f15372a/t/6217fe0cf336f37ec499d762/1645739533649/10.1080_00918369.2021.2018879.pdf
https://vimeo.com/301514942
https://www.csun.edu/~gm61310/publications/queeringVA.pdf
https://calisphere.org/item/ark:/81235/d81v98/?order=0
https://anotherwarmemorial.com/vy-linh-nguyen/
https://www.vietnameseboatpeople.org/podcast/episode/b07c4ec9/41-live-episode-the-magic-fish
https://www.vietnameseboatpeople.org/podcast/episode/b07c4ec9/41-live-episode-the-magic-fish
https://www.vietnameseboatpeople.org/podcast/episode/b07c4ec9/41-live-episode-the-magic-fish
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynkpItpw_Dg
https://dvan.org/2020/12/you-are-loved-vietq/
https://youtu.be/i0w0q-eu2Hk?t=109
https://calisphere.org/item/ark:/81235/d8x55x/?order=0
https://voiceofoc.org/2016/02/a-hard-silence-to-break-lgbt-vietnamese-struggle-for-understanding/
https://voiceofoc.org/2016/02/a-hard-silence-to-break-lgbt-vietnamese-struggle-for-understanding/
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A Hard Silence to Break: LGBT Vietnamese Struggle for Understanding - Excerpts
https://voiceofoc.org/2016/02/a-hard-silence-to-break-lgbt-vietnamese-struggle-for-understandin

g/

Dao, who is Vietnamese American, represents a common experience within a community that
not only does not discuss sex and gender, but also where family lines of communication have
been weakened by war trauma, language barriers, and cultural rifts.

For lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people like Dao, that struggle is all the more
complicated.

That was on full display in 2013, when an alliance of gay and lesbian Vietnamese groups applied
to participate, as they had been for three years, in the annual Lunar New Year parade in
Westminster. Known in Vietnamese at Tét, the holiday celebrates family, ancestry, goodwill and
luck for the year ahead.

So many did not expect the controversy that would unfold when the politically influential
community group organizing the event, the Vietnamese American Federation of Southern
California, refused to accept their application.

The incident sparked a community-wide discussion about equality for LGBT individuals and the
parameters of traditional Vietnamese values.

“We were called ‘sick,’ that this is a ‘western disease,” ‘your parents didn’t teach you right,””
said Hieu Nguyen, recalling what some who did not want the group to participate in the parade
had said. Nguyen, who grew up in Orange County, was one of the key organizers behind the
parade effort and later formed a non-profit called Viet Rainbow of Orange County.

David Vu Oral History Interview - Excerpts

And so, I read this article. It was about the caravan. Back then it was this big thing, big political
statement. All of these people were coming up from Central America. So, I decided, I’'m going to
go down there, and I’m going to go see it for myself, and I’'m going to see what I can do. So, one
of the things was a fundraiser to help the caravan. And I really wanted to help the LGB-Trans
part of the caravan because, I read about the trans people who were part of the caravan and how
they were so ostracized by their own caravan. That these people were the last to get food, the last
to get clothing, they were the last to get housing. Because a lot of these organizations that were
religious organizations who helped them along the way and wouldn’t accept them for who they


https://voiceofoc.org/2016/02/a-hard-silence-to-break-lgbt-vietnamese-struggle-for-understanding/
https://voiceofoc.org/2016/02/a-hard-silence-to-break-lgbt-vietnamese-struggle-for-understanding/
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are. And when I saw that, I was like, “Well, that’s a lot like the Vietnamese people on the boat in
Singapore where you’re so desperate and you’re trying to get help. Who’s going to help?” I said,
“Well, you know what? I can do it. I’ll do something.” So, we had a little fundraiser. We brought
money and we brought stuff, items down there to the shelters down there. And we started to
make connections, and we started to meet people. I met and attorney for this organization that
helps people specifically in the LGBT community who were part of the caravan. And so, I
thought about it for a while and I was like, “You know what? I’ve always wanted to acknowledge
the generosity of that family that helped me, by helping another family, helping another group of
people.” And I felt like I was in a position in my life where I could do it. And so, I said, “I’'m
going to do it!” And, I told my parents and I was expecting them to be supportive. And they were
like “Oh no! What are you doing?! Have you lost your mind?! We realized that you were
American but that is beyond the pale! That is to American! You’re like being indoctrinated!” I'm
like “Oh my god, stop being so melodramatic.” And so, they were like “Oh, just think of the
things that could happen! You don’t know these people and they can cause all of these
problems.” And I was like, “Well, didn’t they do the same thing for us? Didn’t this family do the
same when they invited us in.” (Parents) “But we were different. We were religious. We were
Christian and we were...” I’m like, “Ok, well you know what? It’s my decision (laughter) I'm
going to go do it.”

Sw im ling Kho6 Pha vo: Cude ddu tranh Gianh sy Thong cam ciia Nguoi Viét thude Cong
dong LGBT - Trich doan

Dao, mot ngudi My gde Viét, 13 truong hop tiéu biéu cua trai nghiém chung trong mot cong dong
hiém khi dé cap dén van dé gidi tinh va xu hudng tinh duc.Bén canh d0, cac kénh giao tiép gia
dinh bi suy yéu do chan thuong tim 1y sau chién tranh, rao cin ngén ngit, sy ran nit van hoa
gifta cac thé hé.

Péi voi nhitng ngudi LGBTQ+ nhu Pao, cudc ddu tranh ndy con phirc tap hon nhiéu.

Vén dé nay tré nén rd rang hon vao nam 2013, khi lién minh cac nhém hoi nguoi Vit LGBTQ+
ndp don xin tham gia cudc didu hanh Tét Nguyén Pan tai Westminster—mot truyén théng ma ho
da tham gia trong ba nam trudc do.

Tét Nguyén DPén 1a dip 1€ ton vinh gia dinh, td tién, thién chi & may man cho nam méi, nhung
khong ai ngd rang cudc tranh cai 10n s& nd ra. Nhom Cong dong Ngudi Viét Qubc gia Nam
California—t6 chirc sy kién chinh tri quan trong nay—da tir chbi don ding ky cua lién minh
LGBTQ+.
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Quyét dinh nay khién ca cong dong ddy 1én tranh ludn vé quyén binh dang ciia nguoi LGBTQH,
gié tri truyén thong clia ngudi Viét & cach chiing duge dinh nghia, tiéng Noi Ciia Ngudi
LGBTQ+ Trong Cong Pong Nguoi Viét.

Hiéu Nguyén, ngudi 16n 1én & Quan Cam, nhé lai phan tmg dit doi tir mot s nguoi phan dbi
LGBTQ+: “Chung t6i bi goi 13 ‘bénh hoan’, rang day 1a ‘chimg bénh phuong Tay’, ‘cha me céac
co cau khong day cac ¢o cau dung cach’.” Du dbi mit véi sy phan ddi, Hiéu Nguyén van dong
vai tro t6 chtrc chinh trong nd luc tham gia diéu hanh. Sau d6, 6ng thanh 1ap mot t6 chuc phi loi
nhuan danh cho LGBTQ+ tai Quan Cam, voi tén goi Viet Rainbow of Orange County—mot
budc tién 16n dé tao khong gian an toan & két nbi cho cong dong nguoi Viet LGBTQ+.

Trich doan - Phéng van Thuit lai Lich sir véi David Vu

Moi chuyén bat dau khi t6i doc mot bai bao vé doan ngudi di cu—mdt cude hanh trinh 16n,
mang tinh tuyén ngdn chinh tri su sic. Tt ca nhimg ngudi ndy déu dén tir Trung My, va toi
quyét dinh phai ty minh chtng kién, xem minh c6 thé lam gi dé gitip 5. Mot trong nhing diéu
t6i 1am 1 gy quy dé hd trg doan nguoi di cu, nhung diéu t6i dic biét quan tim 1a nhom
LGB-Trans trong doan. Toi di doc vé nhiing ngudi chuyén gidi trong doan ngudi di cu va cach
ho bi chinh cong ddng ciia minh xa lanh. Nhitng nguoi nay ludn 1a nhitng nguoi cudi ciing nhan
dugc thirc dn, quan 4o, chd &, vi nhiéu t6 chirc hd trg 1a to chirc ton gido, khong chap nhan con
ngudi that caa ho. Khi thdy didu do, toi chot lién tudng dén nhitng nguoi ti nan Viét Nam trén
nhitng con thuyén & Singapore, nhimg ngudi tuyét vong di tim su giup 4. "Ai sé giup d& day?"
T6i nghi: "Biét gi khong? T6i c6 thé 1am duoc. Toi s& lam gi d6." Vay la chung t6i to chirc mot
budi gdy quy nhd, mang tién & vat dung Xuéng Trung MY, dén cac khu tam lanh dé hd tro. Tai
day, toi bét dau két ndi, gap g& moi nguoi, va c6 co hdi gdp mat ludt su cua t chirc giup 4o
LGBTQ+ trong doan nguoi di cu. Suy nghi mot hdi, t6i chot nhan ra: "Téi mudn tra on vi nhitng
gi gia dinh bao lanh di timg giup chung t6i, bang cach gitp d& mot gia dinh khac, mot nhom
ngudi khac." Toi biét minh dang & vi tri trong cudc song ma c6 thé 1am diéu do, va toi quyét
dinh: "T6i s& 1am diéu d6!" Tdi nodi véi ba me, mong duge ting hd, nhung phan tng ciia ba me
hoan toan khac véi gi toi nghi. "Troi, thoi di! Con dang 1am gi vay?! Dién rdi sao?!" "Ba me biét
con rat My, nhung nhu vay khong thé chip nhan dugc!" "That dung 1a M§! Con bi nhdi so roi!"
T6i cb gang trin an ho: "Oi trdi, dau can lam qua vdy ba me." Nhung ba me t6i lo ling: "Con
phai nghi 15 dé xay ra chuyén gi! Con khong biét may nguoi nay dau, 15 dinh vo du thir van dé!"
T6i dap lai: "Hoi nhap cu, ngudi ta ciing gitp minh nhu vy ma? Gia dinh (c6 cha bao lanh
minh) ching phai ciing 1am tuong ty khi ho dén minh?" Ba me t6i van kién quyét: "Nhung ching
ta thi khac. Ching ta c6 dao. Chung ta theo dao Thién Chua..." Cudi cung, toi cuodi: "Puoc rOi,
ba me biét gi khong? Pay 1a quyét dinh ctia con. Con sé& di giup!"
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